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1) 

Presentation on Russia’s Collective Security Concept for the Persian Gulf Region 

July 23, 2019 

http://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/3733593 

“On July 23, Special Presidential Representative for the Middle East and Africa and Deputy Foreign 

Minister Mikhail Bogdanov held at the Russian Foreign Ministry a presentation on Russia’s Collective 

Security Concept for the Persian Gulf Region for representatives of Arab states, Iran, Turkey, the five 

permanent members of the UN Security Council, the European Union, the Arab League and the BRICS 

countries accredited in Moscow.[…]” 

Full text of the concept:      

http://www.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/international_safety/conflicts/-

/asset_publisher/xIEMTQ3OvzcA/content/id/3733575?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_xIEMTQ3OvzcA&_101

_INSTANCE_xIEMTQ3OvzcA_languageId=en_GB 

“ […] – Taking into account the close interrelation of regional problems, the establishment of a security 

system in the Gulf area is considered as part of the solution aimed at ensuring security in the Middle 

East as a whole. In this context, the principles of respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, 

settlement of issues of domestic politics through national dialogue, within the constitutional framework 

and without external interference, are crucial. 

[…] With regard to the situation in the Gulf area, states within the region and extra-regional stakeholders 

shall: 

– reaffirm the whole set of their international legal commitments: in particular, the non-use or threat of 

force in dispute settlement, respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of states of the subregion, 

commitment to the settlement of territorial and border disputes solely through negotiations or by other 

peaceful means, fulfillment in good faith of their international commitments; 

– assume mutual obligations of military transparency (dialogue on military doctrines, defense ministers’ 

subregional meetings, establishment of hotlines, exchange of preliminary notifications of military 

exercises and military flights, exchange of observers, renouncement of permanent deployment of troops 

of extra-regional states in the territories of states of the Gulf, exchange of information concerning arms 

procurement and armed forces); 

– sign agreements on arms control which could include, for example, establishment of demilitarized 

zones, prohibition of destabilizing accumulation of conventional weapons, including missile defense 

weapons, balanced reduction of armed forces by all parties; 
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– given the objectives of strengthening the NPT-based non-proliferation regime in the Middle East, take 

steps to transform the region into a zone free of weapons of mass destruction; 

– conclude agreements on combat against transnational terrorism, illicit trafficking in arms and illegal 

migration, drug trafficking, and organized crime. […]” 

======= 

 

2a) 

No Accountability in Washington. The CIA Wants to Hide All Its Employees  

By Philip Giraldi 

July 25, 2019 

https://www.strategic-culture.org/news/2019/07/25/no-accountability-in-washington-the-cia-wants-to-

hide-all-its-employees/ 

“[…] A law to protect intelligence officers already exists. It was passed in 1982 and is referred to as the 

Intelligence Identities Protection Act (I.I.P.A.). It criminalizes the naming of any C.I.A. officer under cover 

who has served overseas in the past five years. The new legislation would make the ban on exposure 

perpetual and would also include Agency sources or agents whose work is classified as well as actual 

C.I.A. staff employees who exclusively or predominantly work in the United States rather than overseas. 

The revised legislation is attached to defense and intelligence bills currently being considered by 

Congress. If it is passed into law, its expanded range of criminal penalties could be employed to silence 

whistle blowers inside the Agency who become aware of illegal activity and it might also be directed 

against journalists that the whistleblowers might contact to tell their story.[…]” 

“[…] Agency insiders have suggested that the new law is in part a response to increasing leaks of 

classified information by government employees. It is also a warning shot fired at journalists in the wake 

of the impending prosecution of Julian Assange of WikiLeaks under the seldom used Espionage Act of 

1918. Covert identities legislation is less broad that the Espionage Act, which is precisely why it is 

attractive. It permits prosecution and punishment solely because someone either has revealed a 

“covert” name or is suspected of having done so.[…]” 

 

2b) 

The Just World Fallacy: Why People Bash Assange And Defend Power 

By Caitlin Johnstone 

July 23, 2019 

https://caitlinjohnstone.com/2019/07/23/the-just-world-fallacy-why-people-bash-assange-and-defend-

power/ 
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3) 

Venezuela recovers from blackout as Guaido ‘approves’ military treaty reincorporation 

By Ricardo Vaz 

July 24, 2019 

https://mronline.org/2019/07/26/venezuela-recovers-from-blackout-as-guaido-approves-military-treaty-

reincorporation/ 

======= 

 

4) 

The Forgotten War  

As US Beefs Up Military Presence in the Gulf, Yemen’s Houthis Turn to Russia for Support  

Houthi attempts to engage the UN to broker a peaceful solution to the war on Yemen have stalled. Now, 

out of options, the movement may have found a willing partner in Moscow. 

By Ahmed Abdulkareem  

July 26, 2019  

https://www.mintpressnews.com/us-beefs-up-military-gulf-yemen-houthis-turn-to-russia/260792/ 

======= 

 

5a) 

US and Iran Stuck on Negotiation Ground Zero 

By Pepe Escobar  

July 25, 2019  

https://consortiumnews.com/2019/07/25/pepe-escobar-us-and-iran-stuck-on-negotiation-ground-zero/ 

“[…] And that brings us to the alarming expansion of the sanctions dementia, represented by two Iranian 

ships loaded with corn stranded off the coast of southern Brazil because energy giant Petrobras, afraid 

of U.S. sanctions, refuses to refuel them. 

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro, a fervent Trump groupie, has turned the country into a tropical U.S. 

neo-colony in less than seven months. On U.S. sanctions, Bolsonaro said, “We are aligned to their 
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policies. So we do what we have to.” Tehran for its part has threatened to cut its imports of corn, 

soybeans and meat from Brazil – $2 billion worth of trade a year – unless the refueling is allowed. 

This is an extremely serious development. Food is not supposed to be — illegally — sanctioned by the 

Trump administration. Iran now has to use mostly barter to obtain food — as Tehran cannot remit 

through the CHIPS-SWIFT banking clearinghouse. If food supplies are also blocked that means that 

sooner rather than later the Strait of Hormuz may be blocked as well. 

Beltway sources confirmed that the highest level of the U.S. government gave the order for Brasilia to 

stop this food shipment. […]” 

“[…] Dutch analyst Maarten van Mourik has noted significant discrepancies involving the UK piracy 

episode in Gibraltar – the origin of the tanker war. The Grace 1 tanker “was pirated by the Royal 

Marines in international waters. Gibraltar Straits is an international passage, like the Strait of Hormuz. 

There is only 3 nautical miles of territorial water around Gibraltar, and even that is disputed. 

Mourik adds, “The size of the Grace 1 ship is 300,000 MT of crude oil, it has a maximum draught of 

about 22.2 meters and the latest draught via AIS indicated that she was at 22.1 meters, or fully laden. 

Now, the port of Banyas in Syria, which is where the offshore oil port is, has a maximum draft of 15 

meters. So, in no way could the Grace 1 go there, without first having to offload elsewhere. Probably a 

very large quantity to get within max draught limitations.” […]” 

 

5b) 

Iran imposes its Rule of Engagement: “An eye for an eye”. 

Posted on 23/07/2019 by Elijah J Magnier  

https://ejmagnier.com/2019/07/23/iran-imposes-its-rule-of-engagement-an-eye-for-an-eye/ 

 

5c) 

US Foreign Policy in Shambles: NATO and the Middle East. How Do You Wage War Without 

Allies? 

By Prof Michel Chossudovsky and Bonnie Faulkner 

July 26, 2019 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/us-foreign-policy-shambles-nato-middle-east/5684713 

“[…] I think what we have to understand now is that mistakes often are the determinants of history.  We 

can’t exclude the fact that Pompeo or Bolton or Trump might say, “Well, let’s go with it and bomb them” 

or select a particular target.  That’s always a possibility, because they have the decision-making powers 

and they don’t necessarily understand the consequences, or they don’t care.  But if they submit it to the 

US military hierarchy and even to intelligence personnel, I think the consensus would be that that’s a 
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suicide operation, because you won’t win that type of war.  We’ve seen how the US has failed in 

Northern Syria, for instance.  It’s failed in Yemen. […]” 

“[…] The structure of alliances is collapsing.  What is unfolding is new avenues of trade investment, of 

course China’s Belt and Road and different alignments of many countries which are moving away from 

the West and establishing or inserting themselves into this Eurasian project.  I think that again if Turkey 

withdraws from NATO further changes will occur within the European landscape with countries possibly 

withdrawing from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.[…]” 

“[…] The United States had envisaged a redefinition of the borders of the Middle East.  It was called the 

New Middle East.  And they had established a map, which essentially provided the structure of what the 

Middle East should look like. […] It was a map by Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Peters, but it was published 

in the Armed Forces Journal, it was presented in the National War Academy, it was used for teaching 

purposes.  And apparently what happened is that this was also used in NATO workshops of, we’re 

talking about military doctrine, because this map essentially carves Turkey into half. It has Turkey and 

then it has a free Kurdistan and the free Kurdistan is made up of Kurds from Iraq, Turkey, and Iran. So 

they’ve created a new country. 

The US project was ultimately to Balkanize the Middle East into smaller countries, a bit what they did in 

the Balkans, so that you had an Arab Shia state, the Sunni state, the free Kurdistan, the Islamic Sacred 

State of Saudi Arabia and so on.  That map is well known in military circles and it’s been analyzed. […]” 

5d) 

Iran defends seizure of British tanker in letter to UN Security Council 

July 24, 2019 

https://www.presstv.com/Detail/2019/07/24/601763/Iran-UN-Security-Council-letter-Stena-Impero-

seizure 

„[…]Meanwhile, Brigadier General Hossein Dehqan , a top military advisor to Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, warned the UK about the possible ramifications of its calls 
for a European force to escort tankers in the Strait of Hormuz. 

"The UK's proposal for a European force in the Strait of Hormuz could lead to unpredictable 
consequences [for London]," General Dehqan told Al jazeera on Wednesday. "Our equation in the Strait 
of Hormuz is that either everyone enjoys full security or no one does." […]” 

5e) 

Where Does Iran Fit in a World Defined by Great Power Competition? 

By Reva Goujon 

Stratfor  

May 20, 2019  

https://worldview.stratfor.com/article/where-does-iran-fit-world-defined-great-power-competition 
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5f) 

China and Iran: JCPOA and beyond 

By Belt & Road News 

February 19, 2019 

https://www.beltandroad.news/2019/02/19/china-and-iran-jcpoa-and-beyond/ 

5g) 

The belt and road initiative and U.S. sanctions: Pushing Iran into China’s sphere of influence  

October 29, 2018 

By Clayton Cheney 

http://foreignpolicynews.org/2018/10/29/the-belt-and-road-initiative-and-u-s-sanctions-pushing-iran-into-
chinas-sphere-of-influence/ 

 

5h) 

Building on the Iran Nuclear Deal for International Peace and Security 

By Seyed Hossein Mousavian and Mohammad Mehdi Mousavian 

Journal for Peace and Nuclear Disarmament 

January 2, 2018 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/25751654.2017.1420373 

“Abstract: After almost 20 months of intense negotiations, Iran six world powers – Germany, France, the 

United Kingdom, Russia, China, and the United States – agreed on a Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action (JCPOA) to resolve the nuclear impasse concerning Iran in July 2015. The deal provided 

verifiable assurances that fissile material in Iran could not be diverted toward weaponization purposes; 

the highest standards on nuclear transparency and inspections ever negotiated; and the lifting of US 

and United Nations nuclear-related sanctions on Iran. The agreement was welcomed by the 

international community and endorsed by a UN Security Council resolution.  

This article examines the major factors that led Iran and the global powers to reach a deal. Those 

factors included each side's willingness to cash in its main bargaining chips (a short breakout time for 

Iran and sanctions for the United States), a change in leadership in each country, and a shifting 

geopolitical context. Foremost, however, was the US willingness to change its demands of Iran from no 

nuclear enrichment to no nuclear bomb. The JCPOA has had major implications for the global powers 

and Iran, affecting especially the bilateral US-Iran relationship, the regional security situations, and US 

domestic politics.” 

“[…]  

Why America and the international community should support the deal 
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Numerous reasons can be cited in defense of upholding the JCPOA to maintain win-win relationships 
among its stakeholders, despite the risk of political backlash: 

[…] 

(18) As explained in a detailed article written by Princeton nuclear scientists and published by the Arms 
Control Association, the JCPOA provides an unprecedented opportunity, along with the key building 
blocks and principles, to make progress toward a Middle East NWFZ, possibly as part of a 
Weapons of Mass Destruction-Free Zone in the region (Glaser et al.,2015). The measures pro-
posed constitute the essential technical steps toward a Middle East NWFZ. Although it is unlikely that 
this goal can be fully achieved in the immediate future, it should be possible to make progress on a 
number of building blocks in this direction. If the principles contained in the JCPOA could be 
regionalized, the initiative of a Middle East NWFZ could be realized. A region wide commitment not to 
separate plutonium for any purpose, not to produce HEU, and to limit uranium enrichment to the levels 
required for power reactors would be verifiable and would provide confidence against possible 
proliferation risks. Therefore, the deal is a model for a world free from nuclear weapons. […]” 

 

5i) 

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI):  Implications for Iran-China Relations 

By Przemysław Osiewicz 

Januaray 16, 2018 

http://studiastrategiczne.amu.edu.pl/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/ps-2018-11-16.pdf 

 

5j) 

The ‘Worst Deal Ever’ That Actually Wasn’t 

It is true that Iran’s behavior in the region has not improved. But it is also true that this behavior cannot 
be attributed to the nuclear deal. 

By Philip Gordon and Richard Nephew 

July 14, 2017  

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/07/iran-nuclear-deal-two-years/533556/ 

 

 

 

  

http://studiastrategiczne.amu.edu.pl/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/ps-2018-11-16.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/07/iran-nuclear-deal-two-years/533556/

