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    The Koolbar issue is another stain, attached to the   

  rule of the capitalists in Iran 

The soaring snowy mountains, the deadly cold weather, the roads so dangerous to walk on, the 

minefields, which have been left behind from the eight years’ war between Iran and Iraq (1980-

1988), and even the direct firing by the capital’s guards, cannot deprive the twelve year child to the 

old men, from being a porter (Koolbar), which is one of the most disrespectful ‘’job’’ for workers. 

The sorrow of not having bread and the empty tables, the hungry and waiting stomachs, does not 

worry about bullets, mines or cold weather. 

This is the hard and deadly destiny of the workers, who are increasing in numbers due to the 

continuation of the Islamic rule, in spite of all dangers and suffering in at least four deprived and 

border provinces of Sistan and Baluchistan, West Azarbyjan, Kurdistan and Kermanshah. 

Almost every day, we hear of a Koolbar, or a fuel carrier being shot at, frozen from the frostbite or 

falling off a cliff. 32 Koolbars have been killed in four months to August alone, and this shows a 

worrying increase each year. According to statistics, 77% of casualties were related to direct 

shootings by the armed forces of the Islamic Republic, and the rest were related to accidents, such as 

frostbite, mountain falls, minefields and similar accidents. 

About us: “The Committee in Solidarity with the Iranian workers Movement -Abroad" of 

solidarity groups and individuals outside of Iran that support Iranian Workers’. Struggle for: 

(1) Democratic rights and economic. Justice ; (2) Exposing anti- labour policies of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran; (3) Building bridges between the Iranian and international workers’ movement.                                     

.                              Solidarity Committees with Iranian workers-abroad                      .                                                                    

solidarityciwm@gmail.com 
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The Koolbar, is an informal ‘’job’’, which is being adopted inevitably. The Koolbari,  

is not chosen for gaining profit or become a capitalist, but only for feeding the stomachs of family, 

and not having a choice of finding another job, which even inevitably the people with a high 

education have been drawn under its yoke. 

Ironically, in these four boarder provinces, which are the most deprived provinces in the country, and 

the unemployment and poverty rates are at record levels, Koolbari and fuel carrier inevitably appeals 

to anyone who can carry goods on his back. It is better to say that this is the only choice. But this is 

not the whole story. The Koolbar, must be qualified for this humble and dangerous job in the world. 

Any Koolbar who is going to cross the border, must give collateral , with guarantee to the owner of 

the goods, so that if for any reason the load did not reach destination, pays the compensation, hence, 

bullet, cold, mines and mountains are not enough for this brutal exploitation, rather, the profiteering 

of the owners of the load, the local bourgeoises on both sides of the boarder, according to the 

fundamental nature of capitalism, sink the Koolbars more 

and more into quagmire of this imposed ‘’job’’.  

Koolbari with all its violent and ruthless nature, not only 

puts its burden on males with muscles as the breadwinner 

of the families, but it has also draws a large number of 

women under the yoke of this insecure, dangerous and 

inhumane job. These women are either widows who have 

lost husbands in this job, and inevitably, they are forced to 

take up this ‘’job’’ due to the regional economy as the only 

way to earn a living for their families, or together with their husbands are trying to make a small living. 

The conditions of the women Koolbars, are much more pathetic and painful under the rule of the 

capitalism and Islamic barbarism. 

The Islamic Republic in Kurdistan, has tried to take complete control of some routes by receiving 

money from koolbars, which ultimately, not only did not create jobs for them, and keep them away 

from this humiliating, dangerous and inhumane ‘’job’’, rather to make a profit from them-the most 

deprived and oppressed class of unsupported, and vulnerable workers. The living conditions of the 

Koolbars of Kurdistan, Sistanand and Baluchestan, their poverty and the quagmire, in which they are 

sinking more and more every day, cannot be expressed in any language. That is why, we have to 

think about them and find out how to end the poverty and miseries of the workers and other layers. 

It is obvious, an end to the poverty, calamity and misery of the workers and other layers of society 

only and only depends on extermination of the rule of the capitalists and the establishment of a 

society, which is controlled and managed by the workers’ and peoples’ councils, its realization of 

which, depends on the continuous struggle and efforts, organized and united of as many workers, 

toilers and the oppressed. 

     Unite for the extermination of the rule of capitalism        

Solidarity Committees with Iranian Workers movement-abroad   

solidarityciwm@gmail.com  
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In recent days some workers of Melli Group  

  were interrogated 

Explanation: Ministry of Information and Information of Sepah )Corp), whose duties are to defend 

the miserable situation today, in the last several days have summoned some of the workers by 

phone calls. The security apparatus that feels threatened as soon as the protest cries rise, according 

to the reports received by their spies in Harasat (security) office and mercenaries in corrupt 

management have come to scene and have interrogated our colleagues without a verdict or judicial 

summons. 

In the telephone contacts they asked workers to 

go to the buildings of Sepah Information and 

ministry of information for some “friendly 

dialog "and explain some issues. These dears 

whenever face these agents, defend their 

demands. The agents, which, contrary to legal 

obligations, move to suppress workers and 

secure the interests of the steel mafia. In the 

interrogation they asked the workers to stop the 

protest against the management and do their 

Text: We, the national group workers,         daily slavery work. At the time of interrogation,     

. . .      have not been paid for months.                         supported the interests of the working class. 

                our colleagues. Each individually and firmly                                          

The independent voice of workers of Melli Group 

  Baft Petrochemical Plant workers strike in protest   

  of failure to implement job classification plan 

 Discrimination in payment, lack of job security and compulsory commitment of demands for 

the second consecutive day 

On Wednesday, February 3, for the 

second go to work in order to reflect 

their protest against the lack of 

implementation of the job classify-

cation plan, discrimination in 

payment, lack of job security and the 

provision of mandatory commit-

ments, and against the main gate of 

the company, the Shasta subsidiary 

and the second unit of the 

manufacturer of  MTBE (a type of                                      

additive consecutive day, the workers       Text:                   

of The Chemistry Baft Petrochemical      Supreme Leader:"The worker is the backbone of the economy and production."  

Plant located in the 3rd Special Eco-     The Gathering of Workers of Chemistry Baft 2 Company in  protest 

nomic Zone of Mahshahr Petrochemical   against the failure to implement the job classification plan and discri-            

Company refused to work).  The partici-   mination in welfare services! 
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pants have stated their demands of eliminating discrimination in pay and benefits, proper and 

complete implementation of the job classification plan, providing welfare and motivational services, 

and having job security. 

Workers have also disclosed that the company's executives have been forced to sign contracts that 

violate their rights and that they will be forced to remain silent in the face of discrimination. 

Protesting workers have called their conditions a new slavery. Earlier, they told the media that most 

of the company's managers visited the factory on a flight and hourly agency and refused to even 

stay in the area. 

          Group of the workers of ‘Haft-Tappeh’:                     

public bulletin number 1 to the people of Iran 

Transcript to all media, 

To the dignified wage earners, teachers, nurses, students, retirees and the people of Iran. 

You are aware that after the year(2018.) when our splendid demonstration was followed by detention, 

arrests, torture and forced confessions 

against our co-workers we still continued 

our demonstrations for some month into 

(2019., 2020.) our demand is the 

termination of privatization  and handing 

over of the  companies to the workers or 

the return of the companies to the part of 

public domain of the government under 

the control of the independent board of the 

workers. 

You have witnessed  that the members of       Text: The Workers will be saved by                                                     

.the parliament and the judiciary and many           shortening Assad Bayigi's hand!                         

of the groups affiliated with the govern-                             .                    The worker has no rights,                

ment had promised that the right of the       the government does not know!                       

workers of ‘Haft-Tappeh’ will not be wasted,                             .    

but all of their forces with the cooperation of ‘Hasan Rohani’(The president) and his first deputy and 

their ministers have so far only and only have worked in favor of the embezzlers, and the contractor 

who with credit of our company, have pocketed 2 billion dollars; i.e. (the equivalent of the wages of 

five thousand workers for three generations), but Assad Baygi is free, while the government has 

created security dossiers for tens of the workers of ‘Haft-tappeh’.   

The attorney general, ‘Montazeri’ and his deputy fully cooperate with the embezzlers, and have even 

stopped the courts from prosecuting them. The court that is to prosecute the embezzlers will most 

likely vote in their favor, because of the bribes that ‘Assad baygi’ the embezzler with the influence of 

Montaseri will give to the judges and they in return, will give the thumps up to the ‘embezzlers. ’The 

children of Montaseri, the ‘attorney general’ and his brother ‘Jahangiri’, all are the partners in the 

embezzlement  Of ‘Assad bayggi’ , the contractor of the private departments. 

‘Ghalibaf and Nikzad’ and the group of the members of the parliament support the Economy Minister 

and Rohani and they don’t allow any of this to be seen by the members of the public, and at the same 
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time try and pretend that they are seeking justice, as you can see all the three forces with all of their 

power are backing up the embezzlers.     

Dear audience; 

The amount of the embezzlement of ‘Assad baygi’ the contractor of ‘Haft-Tappeh’ with the collusion 

of more than 40 senior managers and government contacts is enough to create one million jobs, but 

the wages of five thousand workers must always be paid with a fight, they also claim to have extra in 

the number of workers while the ‘Haft-Tappeh’ has the capacity for seven thousand workers. 

Dear friends of the same destiny, 

You know that the faction of ‘Ghalibaf’- ‘Raisi’ and the rest of the fundamentalists are trying to 

project an image of so to speak ‘kindness’, ‘justice’ in 

their axis of existence for the upcoming presidential 

elections 

And try and seem better and more competent than 

Rohani and other reformists, while they are of the same 

philosophy of anti-workers. For those of you who 

haven’t experienced this directly, we will tell you of our 

experience. In this past few years all of the officials and 

the factions, in an organized way have united forces in 

order to suppress what we are owed and to suffocate our 

voices of protest. And no faction and no responsible 

body has done anything to support us, not even by pretending to do that.  

We announce that there are a few places like ‘Haft-Tappeh’, where every day of the week one 

responsible government person hasn’t talked about it. Because we have always been demanding our 

rights and as the result we have seen with our own eyes that none of the factions or the people in 

charge. be it reformists, fundamentalist or the moderates are not only with the workers. but also claim 

their shares by corruption and sucking the blood of the workers. 

We announce that two tests and two important files. one from the embezzelment of universal 

currency and the other for the removal of the corrupt contractor of ‘Haft-Tappeh’ is an obvious 

indication that proves the conservative factions are exactly like ‘Rohani’. And for the next election, 

we must be more powerful and united. 

Dear audience who have always been with us! 

The different factions of government have shown their true faces by suppressing the rights of the 

‘Haft-Tappeh.’workers. Currently the courts are silently plotting their next move against us. Every 

day the imposition of more of our co-workers becomes more obvious. Considering that our conditions 

have reached their worst point, we have made decisions and proceedings for demonstrations that we 

will gradually let you know.  

In our Opinion, it is essential for all of us, where ever we are in the country, we must organize 

for our common destiny, social, political, financial and class struggle, unite ourselves about our 

common destiny and be united. We will soon let you know about our crosscountry proceedings 

and ask that you join us in the struggle. 

A group of Haft Tappeh workers - Sunday 1 February 2021 
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  Aggregation of workers’ retirees, this time        

.      in front of  Social Security Office/    

     pensioners have been brought               

to poverty line and free therapy is our right    

Workers’ retirees appeared before the Social Security Administration asking that their just demands 

be met. 

Today, January 26, 2021 workers’ retirees gathered again in front of the Social Security 

Administration. 

The participants in today’s rally demanded their just economic needs be followed up. These retirees 

say that their pension is way below poverty line and should at 

least brought to poverty line; at the same time, equalization of 

their rights must be properly implemented. 

These retirees consider their other demands as providing 

adequate welfare services, providing free and quality 

treatment, and the right to participate in their affairs and 

determine their own destiny, and say: How is it possible to live 

on wages way below the poverty line which is $US150.00 (3 

million Toman) per month?  

According to reports, except Tehran, in some other provinces, 

including Alborz, retirees have gathered in front of Social 

Security Administration.  

 Retirees have issued a resolution for today's rally in which 

they have addressed their subject of actions and demands.            Text: Government  is responsible for

                       implementation: Article 3 Social            

The text of this resolution is as follows:                 Security! Article 41 of the Labor Law:  

The living conditions of retirees and pensioners are deter-               Providing a suitable wage of $US 384.00 

iorating more and more every day. But the Govern ment               for the lives of retirees. Article 12 Of 

continues to refuse to pay its debt to the Social Security               Chapter 3: Providing a high wage for the 

Pension Fund, which amounts to 340,000 Billion Tomans               lives, Welfare, and Eradication of Poverty 

($ US 80,952,380,952). And this is while the government                

does not take any responsibility towards the Social Security.        

Administration, and the MPs, despite all the promises they have made, have refused to follow up on 

our demands until they are implemented. We are gathered here today to once again loudly state our 

legal and legitimate demands as follows and call for their immediate implementation: 

1 - According to Article 96 of the Social Security Law, the percentage increase in pensions should be 

the same and each of these  retirees should enjoy a wage increase in proportion to the payment   of 

insurance premiums; Before the end of March 2021, the Social Security Administration is obliged to 

increase and repair the backlog of pensions  equal to the inflation rate and increase of the cost of 

living and the poverty line, which has now reached to $US384.00 (10 million Toman) per month. 
        .                                                                     

2 - According to Article 54 of the Social Security Law, the Social Security Administration is directly 
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responsible for providing full treatment to compulsory insured 

retirees, and we want this article to be implemented. 

3 - We call for the implementation of paragraph (b) of Article 12 of 

the Sixth Economic Development Plan, which obliges the Social 

Security Administration to adjust the wages of pensioners and 

maintenance allowances. 

4 - We demand to eliminate discrimination between working and non-working retirees of the Social 

Security Administration. 

5 – We, the retirees who receive pension from the Social Security Administration demand to receive 

the New Year’s gift equal to the working employees. 

6 - The Social Security Administration does not show any responsibility for executing protection and 

governmental duties of support groups. And should presence support expenses from related agencies 

within the government and it should not be spent  on the expense of retirees and employees of 

compulsory insurance for support groups. Therefore, it is necessary to prevent such negligence. 

7 - The Social Security Administration is obliged to take care of the disabled and pensioners who live 

in difficult financial conditions and are not able to manage their affairs and do any other job and must 

take care of them and solve their livelihood and insurance problems. 

8 – Although, in December 2020, it was promised that an increase of 4% for hard and harmful jobs 

will be issued, but this has not been done and this increase must be given to hard and harmful jobs. 

9 -  We demand the implementation of paragraph G of Article 112 of the Law on the Sixth Five-Year 

Plan for Economic, Social and Cultural Development and the payment to the retirees who live in the 

war zones by the Social Security Administration. 

                Brief News 

  ۩  - Saturday January 30th, some employees in Tabriz municipality demonstrated in front of central 

building of the city in order to protest absence of observation of the labor law and absence of 

insurance for workers. 
 

 -  ۩  Zinab Jillian, who has been in prison for 14 years, is under physical and psychological pressure 

by officers and she is under grave situation. Although she suffers various ailments. including eye 

problem, she has not been taken to hospital by the guards. Amnesty International considering the 

harsh condition of this Kurdish political prisoner, condemned the intelligence service agents that have 

not provided medical assistance for her in order to pressure her to display weakness on TV. 

 

 -   ۩  More than 70 petrochemical workers in Chime Baft protested for the second day in front of its 

building regarding unfinished classification of the jobs. Workers carried posters demanding the 

concluding of job classification and abolition of discriminations.                              

-   ۩   In recent days, a number of National Steel Group workers  of Ahwaz (Foulad) have been 

summoned by security agencies. National Steel Group workers fired the CEO, but; for days, security 

agencies have begun summoning some of the factory's workers. 

-  ۩ Today, Saturday January 30, workers in Iran Khodro company in the city of Tabriz stopped work 

in order to protest dismissal of some of the co-workers and continuation of delays in wages. 
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Nationwide congregation of pensioner workers                            

of social security to attain their earned rights 
 

Pensioner workers of social security assembled in the cities of Arak, Esfahan, Tabriz, Tehran, 

Khurram-Abad, Rasht, Shush tar, Ghazvin, Kermanshah, and Neyshaboor and…to get their earned 

rights. 

 Those present in today’s assembly (January 26) that had started since 10:30 morning, proclaim their 

most important need, promotion in payments to the level of poverty line and say: in accordance to 

item 96 of the social security law the minimum imbursement should increase to the level of living 

standard and the poverty line; at the same time, budget should also be allocated to balance 

pensioner’s 

that it increases in accordance with wages of other nation-

wide pensioners. 

Text: Poverty line is 9 million Tomans       These 

retirees also demand free medical services, raise in ($US 

384.00), but our wages is 2 million        beneficial services and  

consideration  of  reverence for  and 700 thousand Tomans 

(($US 108.00)!              pensioners.                       

                                          
    The Retirement Alliance             
 
 

                                              

Joint Declaration of Independent Organizations  

    and Groupings regarding increase        

. in minimum wages and salaries in 2020/21 
 

 

In the first nine months of 2019, the inflation of over 40 percent had already drained the workers,   

 the teachers, the retired and the unemployed as well as other low income people and then on 

November 12, 2019 the government pick pocketed people to make up for the government budget 

deficit and tripled the price of petroleum. 

 

People knew that following the increase in the price of petroleum, like the increase in the rate of 

 dollar, will cause the increase in price of other necessities. 

 

In order to defend their livelihood, they flooded the streets to protest not only the increase in                    

price of petroleum, but also against 40 years of suppression, pillage of the country and               

ruining of their lives. 

       

With bloody suppression of these protests that has been continued up to now the theatre of 

negotiations by governmental Supreme Council of Labor for increase in wages have begun since 

November 2020 and are continuing. For years this scenario of wage increase has been played out in 

exactly the same way, while the wage earners don’t have any independent and countrywide 

organizations to defend the level of their livelihood. This year with the excuse of not having enough 
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money in the budget, they have increased the wages by a ridiculously small amount which will be 

taken back by inflation before it’s even paid! 

 

No excuse or justification about lack of fund in the budget or the inability of the owners and 

managers and the companies for the payment of the wages for the workers or the retirees is 

acceptable. We have seen how an emergency increase of €200 Million for Quds Corpe was approved. 

 

It’s the duty of the government to provide the unemployment insurance, secure the livelihood for the 

children who are obliged to work and appropriate and free healthcare in addition to accept the 

minimum monthly wages and salaries of about $US2,143.00 

 

If the above mentioned demands are not met, we, the workers, teachers, retirees and all the wage 

earners, consider it our right to protest against all this injustice and discrimination in any possible 

form in all work centers, schools, universities, and governmental buildings. 

31 January, 2021 

Signed by: 

1- Union of Iran’s Retirees  

2- Kermanshah Syndicate of Electricians and Metal 

Workers 

3- Alborz Painters Syndicate  

4- Iran’s Retirees Council  

5- A Group of Retired Steelworkers  

6- 19 of Esfand Group 

7- Social Security Retirees Group  

8- Piping Group and the Project Team of Azarbayejan 

9- Activists for Abolishing Work for Children  

10- A Group of Worker Activists, Sanandaj 
 

  

   

 

Solidarity with Mehran Raoof and Haft Tappeh trade unionists 

Mehran Raoof has been detained in solitary confinement since 16 October 2020 and reportedly 

according to the International Alliance for Support of Workers of Iran (IASWI) could be subjected to 

torture and mistreatment in Evin prison. On the other hand, trade unionists at Haft Tappeh's 

sugarcane plantation complex in Sush, Khuzestan, Iran, are being harassed for their allegations of the 

situation in this large sugar industry. 

Trade union rights and freedoms in Iran are permanently attacked. Independent trade unionists, trade 

union and Iranian civil society activists in general face daily harassment, arrests, dismissals, 

prosecution just for peaceful and legitimate trade union activities. 

01/02/2021.  

Mehran Raoof, Iranian teacher and trade unionist arrested 

During the first two weeks of October 2020, there was a wave of arrests by labor and civil activists 

in Tehran and other cities in Iran. Mehran Raoof, a trade unionist, was arrested on the night of 16 

https://www.ccoo.es/2b87a5754ce3415647dc0bd19c6e69df000001.jpg
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October 2020 after security forces raided his home in Tehran. During the raid, his house was 

searched and his computer, mobile phone and some other documents were confiscated. 

During the same week Mehran was arrested, so were more than a dozen other social, political, left-

wing and trade union activists. Since then, many of the detainees have been released on bail, but 

this is not the case with Mehran Raoof who has faced tougher treatment by the authorities. Raoof, 

an English teacher and trade unionist, born and raised in Iran, but resident for several in England, 

with dual British and Iranian nationality, seems to be even more in the crosshairs of the authorities. 

Without access to legal defense, with no close family in Tehran, he is held in solitary confinement 

in the infamous Evin prison of the Revolutionary Guard security department. Because of his 

situation and the tremendous pressure he is receiving from prison authorities, he is feared that he 

may be suffering abuse and torture. As a prisoner of conscience, we demand his immediate release 

so that Mehran Raoof does not remain unjustifiably imprisoned any longer. 

On the other hand, the situation with trade unionists at Haft Tappeh is complicated by recent 

protests by the workers of this sugar company against the privatization and corruption of 

management. The company has sued 28 workers, protesters and trade unionists, in court on charges 

of disturbing public order. 

After the Iranian revolution, most trade union organizations lost their membership as independent 

and free organizations to those backed by Iranian power. Those that tried to resist and retain their 

identity as independent trade union organizations were marked by the Tehran regime as "left-wing 

organizations" and were declared illegal. As a result of this process and over the years, problems 

have been increased in order to create independent trade unions in the country and successive 

labour laws have supported Iranian official trade unionism. Organizations they have tried to resist 

have serious difficulties in being able to present the iranian regime as an alternative to the Islamic 

regime’s trade unions. On the contrary, organizations endorsed by the scheme are currently 

receiving public funding. 

The State funds several national organizations under Iranian power control and known by the 

following English/Persian names: Workers House (Khane Kargar), Workers Islamic Council 

(Shorahay Islami Kar), Workers Interest Council (Anjomanhay Senfi Kar), Congregation for 

Workers Representatives (Majmae Omomi Namayandegane Khargaran). As can be seen in this 

context, the Iranian regime has created a series of "workers' organizations" that have been building 

a system in the workplace from the most local, provincial, to state levels that exercise absolute 

control over workers and deny them their right to create free and independent trade unions. 

For example, workers in important sectors of the Iranian economy such as petrochemicals are not 

allowed to organize themselves and are organized mandatorily in these structures that have been 

mentioned. It is a "triangular" control system that exerts that pressure on all three levels. But at the 

same time, the Iranian regime seeks to position these organizations at the international level with 

different attempts to join the International Trade Union Confederation (ICC). 

In the field of ITUC and the International Labour Organization (ILO), CCOO has participated on 

numerous occasions in the denunciation and monitoring of the situation of activists and trade 

unionists retaliated against in Iran for the exercise of their trade union activity .  
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To the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Paris, February 5, 2021 

Your Excellency the Supreme Guide, 

The French trade union organisations CFDT, CGT, FSU, Solidaires and UNSA, are addressing you to 

draw your attention to the alarming situation of Mr Mehran Raoof. 

Mehran Raoof was arrested on 16 October 2020. 

After raiding and searching his home, security officers took away his computer, mobile phone and 

documents belonging to him. 

Mehran Raoof was born and raised in Iran but, he has long 

lived in the UK and holds dual nationality. 

In Iran he teaches English to the families of the workers 

while defending their rights, and helping them to organize.  

We are particularly concerned about Mehran Raoof as a 

result of the abuse that he has suffered. 

His family members do not live in Iran and therefore cannot 

rescue him there. 

Several political activists, social workers and employees, were arrested in the same period and 

released on bail. This is not the case with Mehran Raoof. He has no access to a lawyer and his 

relatives have not been able to contact him. 

Since his arrest, he has been held in the "2-Alef" isolation cell, which is under the authority of the 

Revolutionary Guards. This cell is sadly infamous for its inhuman interrogations conducted under 

torture. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran bears responsibility for the life and health of Mehran Raoof, 64. He is a 

prisoner of conscience who does not deserve this arbitrary detention that has lasted for three months. 

We, the French trade union organisations, call for the immediate release of Mehran Raoof in the 

name of respect for universal human rights. 

Please, Your Excellency, receive our respectful greetings. 

French Democratic Confederation of Labour (CFDT) 
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General Confederation of Labour (CGT) 

Unitary Trade Union Federation (FSU) 

Solidarity Trade Union 

National Union of Autonomous Trade Unions (UNSA) 

P.S.: Copy to: Mr Hassan Rohani, President of the Islamic Republic; Mr. Ebrahim Raissi, Chief of the 

Judiciary; Mr Mohsen Haji Mirzaei, Minister of National Education; Mr. Ambassador of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran in Paris. 

Supporting the limited initiatives of Iranian independent trade unionism.  

             Iranian auto workers strike              

against non-payment of wages 

 
 

 

11 February, 2021Workers at an Iran Khodro Company auto factory in Tabriz have taken 

wildcat strike action in protest at the non-payment of wages. 
 
The Iran Khodro Company is the principal automaker in Iran, manufacturing vehicles, including 

Peugeot, Renault and Suzuki cars under license, and trucks, minibuses and buses. 

There have been problems at the company, and accusations of corruption, for some time, as well as 

reports from September and October last year of the company failing to pay wages and workers’ 

contributions to social security. 

This has resulted in some workers reaching retirement age but having to keep working, because the 

social security system refuses to pay their pensions until the contribution shortfall is made up. 

Iran Khodro has six production sites in Iran, with the Tabriz factory having a capacity of 120,000 

vehicles per year. The multinational auto company, which also has factories in Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Senagal, Syria and Venezuela, blames the Covid-19 pandemic for the problems with payment. 

Workers at Tabriz started wildcat strike action on 30 January. Several workers were reportedly fired 

as a consequence. 

IndustriALL Global Union’s affiliate the 

Union of Metalworkers and Machinists of Iran 

(UMMI) reports that conditions in industrial 

plants is catastrophic across Iran as the 

economic impact of the pandemic is added to 

the ongoing consequences of US sanctions. 

Major auto factories and their suppliers are 

affected, and many companies are failing to 

pay wages and make social security 

contributions. This leaves workers unable to 

receive benefits or receive healthcare. 

http://www.sfelezkar.com/?p=5803
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The Khodro autoworkers are just the latest to rise up against impossible living and working 

conditions. Protests in the South Pars oil and gas fields have been ongoing since August last year, 

with a growing number of disputes by workers who want decent conditions and to be employed 

directly, rather than through labour brokers. 

There are also protests by pensioners across the country due to the low levels of pensions which have 

left retired workers in poverty after a lifetime of service. The poverty level is currently four times the 

average pension. Retired members of UMMI are active in organizing the protests. 

IndustriALL assistant general secretary Kemal Özkan said: 

“The government of Iran has failed in its responsibility to its citizens. It has allowed companies to 

abuse workers, and left the social security system with a terrible shortfall at the moment it is needed 

most, during a global pandemic. 

“Iranian workers are rising up to defend themselves. They are right to do so, and courageous to 

stand up against a repressive regime and companies that fail to meet their responsibilities. Iran needs 

to recognize independent trade unions so that the country’s workers and pensioners can win justice. 

.” 

 Call for immediate action by                             

Amnesty International;  

        Zeinab Jalalian is tortured 

 

Amnesty International called for urgent action on the 

situation of Zeinab Jalalian, an exiled political 

prisoner in Yazd prison. As part of the call, Iranian 

Intelligence Ministry agents prevented Zeinab Jalalian 

from accessing medical services and tortured her to 

force her to "confess" against herself in front of a film 

camera. "By preventing Zeinab Jalalian from 

accessing her rights as a political prisoner, Iranian 

Intelligence Ministry agents have tortured her in order to force her to "confess" against herself in 

front of a film camera. This deliberate prevention of Zeinab Jalalian's access to medical services has 

caused her severe suffering for eye sight, and especially since she suffers from dire health conditions, 

including respiratory problems caused by COVID-19..." 

http://www.industriall-union.org/iranian-oil-and-gas-strike-solid-in-fourth-week
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